Name ______________________________________________________________  Period ______

Read the article “Why Does the Wind Blow?” Then answer the following questions in complete sentences.


1. Winds are the result of what process? ___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. What 3 things happen to the air above a heated surface? ____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. What does the word ‘convection’ mean to meteorologists? __________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. What happens to warm air as it rises up through the atmosphere? _____________________________

5. When warm air rises, why is there no ‘empty’ space left behind? _____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

6. Using a labelled picture in the space below, explain how a convection current is a type of cycle that repeats.







      Land Breezes and Sea Breezes
7. Where do land and sea breezes occur? _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

8. What causes land and sea breezes? _____________________________________________________
9. If you wanted to go to the beach, but you didn’t want it to be windy, what would be the worst time of year to go? __________________________________________

10. Which warms faster during the day, ocean or land? ________________________________________

11. Using wind direction, explain the difference between a land breeze and a sea breeze. _____________

_________________________________________________________________________________

12. What is another factor that may influence local wind patterns? ______________________________

     What are Monsoons?
13. Where do monsoons mostly occur? ____________________________________________________

14. During what seasons are monsoons most powerful? _______________________________________

15. What type of weather is characteristic of monsoon season? __________________________________
Global Winds
16. Where do global winds form? _________________________________________________________

17. What can happen to sunlight as it passes through Earth’s atmosphere? _________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
      Circling the Globe
18. What causes global winds? ___________________________________________________________

19. What is the name of the global wind that most directly affects the area we live in? _______________

_________________________________________________________________________________

      The Jet Stream
20. Approximately how wide is the jet stream? ______________________________________________

21. About how fast does the jet stream travel? ______________________________________________

22. Does the jet stream always follow a straight path? ________________________________________

23. How do forecasters use the jet stream? __________________________________________________
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